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Ang/ er one ques ion from one e t ion only.
Section A: Topic 1

The origins of the First World War

1 Readthe ek rat and then anw er the ques ion.

In the latter part of the nineteenth e ntury the German Empire had undergone a partia larly rapid
proe s of indus rialia tion. This technia | and eo nomic b ange had tak n plae in a country
whoe e Cal and politia | & rut ures were poorly prepared to 0 pe with & b a trans tion. Thee

& rut ures were pre-indus rial and o ntinued to be o ntrolled by an elite whos €0 nomic power
bas was agria Iture and whoe ek & ene was threatened by the fat ories This elite was oppos d
to any k nd of politia | modernia tion, and res & ed it with inc eas ng & rength. The obw ous effet
of this was that little or nothing was done to remove ee n the teares injusie s of the tas

g em, with the res It that politia | dia tig at ion grew and gradually bea me a potentially
dangerous fore . No one was more aware of the fragile & ate of the Reib than the top adive rs
of the Kaie r. Yet with reform out of the ques ion all they o uld do to try and blok the movement
for fundamental b ange was to res rt to deiv ous national & rategies of dik rat ion: nationalis |,
o lonial enthus asm, anti-e T ali;m , and armaments programmes Thees were deliberately us d
for the primary purpos of reinforc ng the u Inerable pos tion of the monarb ia | em agains all
modernis ng tendent es

William’s naa | and world polig at the turn of the e ntury repres nted the mos o mprehens e
attempt to mobilis the fore s of o ne ra timn . Tirpitzs naa | programme aimed at upse tting
the international order in order to pree re the domes ic balane of power within Germany. By
ep anding the nay , the Reib goe rnment aimed to t eate a military a pability whib , it was
hoped, would enable it to bully the other powers into mak ng o lonial o ne 8 ons The eo nomic
and emotional benefits to be derie d from this would in turn 5 lene internal c itic ;@ and generate
las ing 8 pport for Kaie r and Reib . Yet this grand des gn of the late 1890s did not work The
international tens ons whib the Reib goe rnment proe k d, rather than reliev ng its internal
diffia Ities had at ually wors ned them. The ques ion of how the tax burdens impos d by the
arms rae and Germany s ‘at ie ' foreign polig , were to be dis ributed was e t ally and politia Ily
ek raordinarily des rut ie . The res It was a growing divson of e tal fore s and the ee ntual
& agnation of many ap et s of political life. At the a me time the & e ss of the Triple Entente’s
polic es of o ntainment and rearmament inc eas ngly limited the 8 pe of German diplomag . In
the end the Reib & ood o mpletely is lated with Aus ria-Hungary, an empire burs ing with & ¢ al
and national o nflit s as its only reliable ally.

Thus while the appearane of the monarb y may hae o ntinued to look prop erous and
impres & , the ek &ing order behind it had begun to c umble — or this at leas was the belief
of many leading o ne ra tie s insde and outsde the Army. A profound pes mimn b owly
dip lae d the optimisn of the turn of the e ntury when ee ry hing 8 emed to be going well at
home and abroad. Soon, they argued, the German monarb y would be no more than an empty
b ell. Germany would o llaps into a parliamentary § em of goe rnment and bring to an end
the dominance of the traditional elites And what about its ek ernal enemie® Would they not try
to ep loit Germany s internal c is s and des roy its o ntinental pos tion? Germany s rulers were
inc eas ngly haunted by the nightmare of impending internal b aos and ek ernal defeat, so that
an offense war appeared to be the only way out of the general deadlok What the Kaie r's
armaments polig had failed to do in peae time was now to be ab iee d by the German armed
fore s in wartime.

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who
wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the origins of the First World War to explain your
answer. [40]
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Section B: Topic 2

The Holocaust

2 Read the ek rat and then anw er the ques ion.

In London and Wakh ington, the fat s about the ‘Final Solution” were known within goe rnment
C rt es from an early date. But the fat s were not o ns dered to be of great interes or importane
and at leas ® me of the offic als either did not beliee them, or at leas thought them e& ggerated.
There was no deliberate attempt to  op the flow of information about the mas kllings (eg ptfora
while on the part of offic als in the US State Department), but 8 mply a lak of interes and dib elief.
This dib elief a n be ep lained agains the bal round of Anglo-American lak of k owledge of
European affairs in general and Naz ;1 in partia lar. Although it was generally ae pted that the
Naz s behae din ales tvlise dway than the German armies of 1914-18, the idea of genoct de
nee rtheless 8 emed far-fetb ed. Barbaric fanatic m was bey nd the o mprehens on of people
ao & omed to think ng on prat ia | lines who beliee d that kae labour rather than annihilation
was the fate of the Jews in Europe.

But ee n if the realities of the ‘Final Solution’ had been ae pted in London and Wah ington, the
is e would s ill hae figured e ry low on the a le of Allied priorities Strategis s and bureauc ats
were not to be dis rat ed from the purs it of ¥ t ory by o ns derations not diret ly o nnet ed with
the war effort. Thus too mub public ty about the mas murder 8 emed undes rable, for fear of
generating demands to help the Jews Ee n in later ¢ ars when vt ory was as red there was
little willingnes to help. Churb ill B owed more interes in the Jewik tragedy than Roos velt but
ee n he was not willing to dew te mub thought to the 8 bjet . Public opinion in Britain and the
United States was & pt informed by the pres about the progres of the ‘Final Solution’, but the
impat of the news was ;1 all or at mos b ort-lie d. The fat that millions were k lled 8 emed more
or les meaningles People o uld identify perhaps with the fate of a & ngle indiv dual or a family
but not with the fate of millions The & atis is of murder were either dib eliee d or din is d from
people’s minds

Would it hae made any differene if the information about the mas murder had been beliee d
right from the & art? Nothing o uld hae a e d the majority of the Jews of the Reib and of Eas ern
Europe in the 8 mmer of 1942. Some might hae tried to ea pe their fate if information had
been more widely R own. Some might hae been a & d if Hitler’s allies had been threatened with
puniB ment and if the peoples of Europe had been a lled upon to ek end help to the Jews But
after the winter of 1942 the & tuation rapidly b anged. Thee allies and ee ne me German offic als
were no longer eager to be ae ® ries to mas murder. Some, at leas , would hae rep onded
to Allied prea re, but 8 b prea re was nee r applied. Many Jews o uld e rtainly hag been
a e din 1944 by bombing the railway lines leading to the ek ermination centres and pos bly the
e ntres thems le s This o uld hag been done without die rting any major res ure s from the
general war effort. It has been argued that the Jews o uld not, in any a 8 , hae ea ped, but
this is not o rret . The Rus ans were no longer far away, and the German fore s in Poland were
0 ne ntrated in ® me of the bigger towns They no longer had the manpower to round up ea ped
Jews In Bk ort hundreds of thoua nds o uld hae beena e d.

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who
wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the Holocaust to explain your answer. [40]
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Section C: Topic 3

The origins and development of the Cold War

3 Read the ek rat and then anw er the ques ion.

After 1943 there were three major themes whib o mprie d mos of the o ne rns of thos in
Wah ington who thought about the problems of Ameria n peae aims

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

At the a me time the United States defined for its own purpoe s
the preo nditions for the Sov et Union’s return to the family of nations after twenty fie g ars of
i® lation, preo nditions that v v dly illustrate the nature of the world whib the United States hoped
might emerge from the war.

What can you learn from this extract about the interpretation and approach of the historian who
wrote it? Use the extract and your knowledge of the Cold War to explain your answer. [40]
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